200	COUNTRIES OF ASIA AND AFRICA
ranean coastal section and Johannesburg in South Africa has no city of
more than 200,000 population is highly significant in this respect.
South Africa
Between latitudes 25° and 35° south of the equator an east-west dis-
tance of 1,000 miles in South Africa repeats certain main features which are
spread out over 8,000 miles in the same latitude north of the equator. On
the west the small Kalahari Desert corresponds to the vast deserts of
Sahara, Arabia, southern Persia, and the Indus Valley. Farther east the
high mountains of Basutoland, rising to a height of 6,000 to 11,000 feet
on the eastern border of the South African plateau, correspond to the
Himalayas, Tibet, and Yunnan in Asia. The energetic Basutos, who
constitute a purely native and almost independent British protectorate,
correspond to the independent Himalayan states of Nepal and Bhutan.
Then, farther east, the South African coast of Natal, with its abundant rain
in the warm season and its semi-tropical forests, is similar to the well-
watered and well-populated region of South China.
A little farther from the equator, that is, above 33° from it at both
ends of Africa, a western area has a climate of the Mediterranean type
with winter rain and summer droughts. In South Africa the area of this
sort is very small, extending scarcely more than 100 miles north and east
of the Cape of Good Hope. Nevertheless it corresponds closely to the
French colonies of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunis. Capetown, although
smaller, takes the place of the cities of Casablanca, Algiers, and Tunis.
There are differences as well as resemblances between the far north
and the far south in Africa. One great difference is that inland from
the south coast the land at once rises to a high plateau and stays high for
2,000 miles whereas in the north the land drops to a much lower level
south of the Atlas Mountains. This, together with the nearness of the
sea, makes the main part of the Union of South Africa much more
habitable than the same latitudes in the Sahara. Nevertheless, agricul-
ture without irrigation is difficult except in the highest sections and on the
east slope. Another difference is that in South Africa, largely because
of the coolness of the plateau, a fifth of the people are of European stock,
but in French North Africa less than one tenth are of such stock.
A third difference is that South Africa is rich in diamonds and espe-
cially gold. Each year the southern part, the Cape Province, produces
from 10 to 20 million dollars' worth of diamonds, while the northern
part, Transvaal, produces 250 to 400 million dollars' worth. Because of
its gold mines Johannesburg in Transvaal has become the largest real
city in Africa aside from five near the north coast, for Ibadan in Nigeria

